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ABSTRACT

Dissolving the Trolley Problem: A Quietist Virtue

Ethics Approach

Intae Kim
Department of Philosophy

Sungkyunkwan University

The aim of this paper is to point out the limitations of existing non-—
consequentialist ethical theories of the trolley problem and to propose a new
alternative from the perspective of virtue ethics. This paper argues that existing
theories fail to properly resolve the conflict of virtues due to their monistic
approach, and stresses that a pluralistic ethical theory is needed to properly
address the trolley problem. To this end, I propose Quietist Virtue Ethics (QVE),
which combines virtue ethics and quietism. QVE rejects the premise that
philosophy should justify a particular virtue or option in situations where
objective virtues are in conflict and argues that philosophy should remain silent
in such dilemmas. In doing so, he emphasizes that the trolley problem is not a
problem to be solved, but rather that its dissolution is a recognition of the

limitations of philosophy.
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The thesis is structured as follows. Chapter 2 critically examines Francis
Camm's principle of permissible harm and Peter Bauman's principle of equal
harm in relation to three representative cases of the trolley problem: the
standard case, the fat man case, and the loop case. In doing so, it demonstrates
the failure of non—consequentialist theories to solve the trolley problem in a
monistic approach. Chapter 3 explains the basic concepts and features of virtue
ethics and shows that its pluralistic nature allows it to overcome the limitations
of monistic ethical theories. It then critically examines Van Zyl's argument that
virtue ethics can be used to justify certain choices in the trolley problem and
argues that quietist virtue ethics can account for moral differences between
trolley problems. Chapter 4 examines the criticisms that quietist virtue ethics
implies relativism and that the theory is too radical and shows that these

criticisms do not seriously undermine QVE.
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